Good morning,
I know this will not be new information for many of you but we have finally tunneled our way out of the fallen trees just a bit so I thought I would report in.
First, to the best of my knowledge, there have been no deaths to any of our AA members either on the Mississippi Gulf Coast or anywhere in the southern part of the state.  Apparently we've all been restored to more sanity than we are often given credit.  The property devastation has been almost total along the Coast and reports on meetings continuing are only trickling in slowly.  I know in Jackson, the local AA groups have gotten literature and schedules in to the Red Cross shelter which is apparently the main site for refugees and they have played some part in getting the same going over in Houston at the Astrodome.  They have plans to try to get a meeting into there, possibly as early as today.  Yesterday was not a good day as there was a wedding taking place in the shelter and many people there were occupied with that.  Yep, life is still going on regardless of Katrina.  Locally, our group is looking into the best way to get our meeting schedule to the "visiting" power company workers.  As many as there are here, there have to be some AA members in the bunch.  Electricity remains a problem throughout most of south Mississippi as does running water and telephone communications.  Thank goodness the cell phone companies were able to get their towers up in most areas.  Many of us have difficulty receiving calls due to the huge volume of communications going through that system, however, we have found something of a work around.  Almost everyone I have talked with can get a text message just fine on their cell phone.  If you want to reach someone, send them a text message and ask them to call you back.  Most of us have less difficulty making calls than receiving them.
Over in Louisiana, I have a little less knowledge of what is going.  There too, I know of no injuries or deaths within the AA community.  I think much of their devastation is of a different nature having suffered the levee break and subsequent flooding in New Orleans.  I have heard no reports on how things are in Louisiana outside of the New Orleans area except that things were not bad over around Lafayette and south of there.  I have communicated with both Don and Irving; both are well and not surprisingly, they are involved in getting help going in the areas where they are.  Irving wasn't too affected by the storm so he is at home, working on efforts to get more information out about meetings, members, etc.  I think you might be able to check their web site for more information either now or some time in the future.  Don has relocated to Talulah and I haven't heard how long he will be there.  At last report, he was in the process of locating and/or starting some meetings in that area but he is fine as well.  For the storm affected parts of Louisiana, the physical challenges are pretty much the same as in Mississippi with widespread power outages, spotty or no telephone service, localized running water restoration and no problem with gas.  No problem with gasoline?  That's right because in many areas there is no gasoline to create a problem. ;-)
So now you have something of a report of what I know.  I do know this, the AA members in both areas that I have talked with our heard from are doing "just fine, thank you."  All have been affected in some way but most are out trying to be of service to other people, either within the program or their neighbors who need help.  I guess maybe the best description would be "practicing these principles" in all areas of their lives.  Much the same can be said of the general population in Louisiana and Mississippi but it is really shining forth in our members.  But then, who would have expected any less.  Offers of help are coming in from as far as way as California, the General Service Office is receiving massive offers of help, love and support and all of this is getting out to places where it can be of use.  We often hear it said that AA gave someone a second chance at life.  It appears that most members are treating this as a third chance and they are making the best of it because they aren't starting from the bottom of the ladder.
I apologize for the length of this message, it just took longer than I expected to tell you what I think I know.  If you have any questions, I am able to access e-mail from my business and I do that at least once per day.  Beginning Tuesday, we will be open for regular hours so I will be checking more often.  I think Louisiana is working on getting more post-Katrina information up on the web site ( www.aa-louisiana.org) and I expect Mississippi ( www.aa-mississippi.org) to possibly do the same.  If I can be of service to you, let me know.  My cell phone number is 601-xxx-xxxx and theoretically the phones will be working at my business so you can reach me there during the week (after Labor Day, which won't be a no-work day) at 601-xxx-xxxx.
Thank you for the offers of support that have come from so many of you.  I look forward to our next face-to-face in Atlanta, God willing.
In love and service,
Howard

